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Jyoti helps
take cancer
awareness

message to

By STAFF REPORTER

FAMOUS names from the world of
sport and politics helped to raise
awareness of prostate cancer during
an England cricket match.

Consultant urological surgeon
Jyoti Shah, of Leicestershire, was
invited to help spread the message
about prostate cancer at England’s
one-day international against West
Indies at Edgbaston.

Ms Shah attended the event in
support of the Blue for Bob Day in
her professional partnership with

WELL-KNOWN
NAMES BACK

CAMPAIGNING
CONSULTANT

the Bob Willis Fund, which honours
the legacy of England cricket legend
Bob Willis, who died of prostate can-
cer in 2019, aged 70.

North West Anglia NHS Founda-
tion Trust surgeon Ms Shah was able
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to deliver the message around test-
ing to cricket fans with a stand
including copies of her book, Fight-
ing Prostate Cancer.

Among those to receive a copy
was former Prime Minister and
Prostate Cancer Research ambassa-
dor Rishi Sunak.

Other VIP guests included another
former Prime Minister, Sir John
Major. The cricket lover is an ambas-
sador for the Bob Willis Fund, which
supports research into prostate can-
cer with the hope of the introduction
of a nationally-accessible, accurate

HELPING OUT: Consultant urological
surgeon Jyoti Shah with, clockwise
4 from main image, Sir John Major,
Rishi Sunak and Jonathan Agnew
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screening programme for the dis-
ease.

Ms Shah also gave PSA (prostate-
specific antigen) blood tests to
broadcasters and former England
Test cricketers Mark Butcher and
Jonathan Agnew during the BBC’s
radio coverage of the game.

Ms Shah, who is based at Peter-
borough City Hospital and Stamford
& Rutland Hospital, said: “A lot of
men like to bury their head in the
sand when it comes to their health.

“They are often too busy to go to
their doctor or to access the relevant

@leicslive

services. But because prostate can-
cer often doesn’t have any symp-
toms, they won’t appreciate the
need to get checked for a problem
that effectively doesn’t exist. How-
ever, because there are no signs, that
doesn’t mean that it’s not there.

“Prostate cancer is a silent killer,
but it is a cancer that we can cure if
we pick it up early enough.

“We should all reach out to the
men in our lives and prompt them to
think about all aspects of their health
and seek advice if they feel some-
thing isn’t quite right.”
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